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Hence, as it has been already said, it appears that at
no stage, the Atman of the Naiyayikas possesses any
natural happiness or bliss. It is essentially jada although
owing to the activities of the sense-organs and the
Manas it comes to possess happiness etc. The only
thing which remains with the Atman during the state
of liberation is its own Manas.

VI. State of Jwdtman during the Cosmic Rest

It would not be out of place to point out the
difference between the state of liberation and the state
of Atman during the dissolution period {pralaya\ In
both the states, the Atman., is undoubtedly, free from
pain, but in the former state the cause for the ex-
perience of pleasure and pain is absolutely exhausted,
while it is not so in the latter case. It is, therefore,
that as soon as the Cosmic Rest is over, the ]lvatman
comes to possess an organism under the influence of
merit and demerit132.

B

PARAMATMAN

It has been said above that both the production and
the destruction of the individuals and the universe
ultimately depend upon the good will of Mahepara^.
But the very existence of His is doubted by some.
Hence, it is necessary to adduce arguments in support
of His existence before proceeding further.

J. Existence proved
Inference and authority {Agamd} are the only means

132 NM.-, pp. 507-508.

133 Vide Snpra^ pp. 2583 264, 270.